Golden Concorde & Gray Goose Kid

This Christmas story involves two women who devote their lives to rescuing and re-purposing Thoroughbred racehorses; two ex-racehorses who happened to be full brothers and a seventeen year old kid in South Carolina.


The story begins with Chris Lawton (the kid) adopting a horse named Golden Concorde from New Vocations in Ohio.  The bond Chris and Golden Concorde developed was so strong, Chris’s mom, a longtime horsewoman, thought it remarkable.  “He could do anything with that horse.  When the farrier came, Concorde would put his head on Chris’s shoulder and go to sleep!”


Concorde was a gray horse and developed a cancer known as gray horse melanoma.  “We fought it for two years, but it finally got the best of him.”  Chris’s beloved horse had to be put down and he was heartbroken.  Attempts to solace him with another horse did not work out that well until now.


Anna Ford works for New Vocations in Ohio.  “I am in constant touch with Robsham Stables, who bred and owned Golden Concorde,” she says.  “They keep careful track of the horses they breed and race and always send them to me to be adopted out once they’re finished racing.”  She goes on to explain that Robsham had to sell a yearling named Gray Goose Kid a few years ago.  Gray Goose Kid is a full brother to Golden Concorde and raced here in the mid-Atlantic region, ending his career at Parx.  Ford was following the horse, telling each owner that New Vocations would take the horse when retirement time came around.  Gray Goose Kid’s last trainer put him in the Turning for Home® program at Parx and he was shipped to South Jersey Thoroughbred Rescue & Adoption.  Ford contacted Erin Hurley, SJRTA’s founder and executive director and gave her Chris Lawton’s mother’s contact information.  Hurley emailed Deborah Lawton and included a photograph.

“I debated showing Chris the email,” Deb wrote in an email, “the last thing I need is another mouth to feed.”  Her feelings got the better of her and once Chris saw GGK, he had to find a way to get the horse.  His mom told him he had to raise the shipping fee of $450.  As luck would have it, Chris had a junker of a car that he was able to sell for $455 so Gray Goose Kid got on a van headed for South Carolina and is now Chris Lawton’s biggest Christmas present, at least this year.  Fitting him under the tree might be a problem, though.
